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DEDICATED 


THE  MEMORY  of  my  beloved  parents,  Moses 
Thompson,  Esq.,  and  Hannah  Marble  Rust, 
his  wife — and  departed  kindred,  and  to  the 
kind  consideration  of  the  living  this  booklet  is  lovingly 
dedicated. 

Ella  M.  T.  Parker. 

Mrs.  (Dr.)  Henry  Rust  Parker. 


FOREWORD 


There  has  been  a  tradition  in  our  family  (the 
Thompson's)  handed  down  from  generation  to  genera¬ 
tion  on  different  lines  that  the  Thompsons  of  Deerfield, 
New  Hampshire,  were  of  Scotch  descent,  through 
“David  Thompson,  the  first  settler  at  Pascataqua.” 

In  1900  I  attempted  to  get  my  family  line.  No  per¬ 
son  seemed  to  know,  only  through  tradition,  back  of 
their  great  grandparents.  Yet  all  told  the  David 
Thompson  tradition — as  forefather.  I  have  not  spared 
myself  or  expense  to  ferret  out  through  records  this 
line,  with  many  interruptions  and  misgivings  as  to  its 
completion.  The  intermarriages  (of  cousins)  with  the 
large  families  keeping  up  the  same  family  names  has 
gravely  complicated  matters.  Seemingly  at  times,  im¬ 
possible  to  unravel,  I  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
to  give  court  proof  of  all  that  I  could  find  would,  I 
hoped,  be  an  incentive  to  others  to  go  on,  and  better 
than  have  what  I  had  in  possession  go  to  oblivion. 

Cordially  and  sincerely, 

Ella  M.  T.  Parker. 

Mrs.  (Dr.)  Henry  Rust  Parker. 

March  4th,  1923. 


THE  THOMPSON-PAGE  ANCESTORS 


OF 

MOSES  THOMPSON,  SR.,  OF  WOLFEBORO. 


Moses  Thompson,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Kingston,  Oct. 
16,  1734,  and  settled  in  Deerfield  before  the  beginning 
of  the  Revolution.  He  married  Jane  Page,  of  South 
Hampton,  whose  ancestors  were  as  follows: 

John  (1)  Page  of  Hingham,  and  later  of  Haverhill, 
Mass.,  m.  Mary  Marsh,  and  commenced  housekeeping 
in  Haverhill  about  1652;  he  died  Nov.  23,  1687;  she  died 
15  Feb.  1696-7.  Their  son 

Onesiphorus  (2)  Page,  bapt.  22  Nov.  1647;  m.  (1) 
Mary  Hauxworth;  (2)  Sarah  Rowell.  He  was  known 
as  Sergt.  Page.  Their  son 

Onesiphorus  (3)  Page,  b.  10  Feb.  1678-9;  m.  (1) 
Ruth  Merrill;  (2)  widow  Mehitable  Dow.  His  son,  by 
1st  wife:— 

Daniel  (4)  Page,  b.  19  March  1701-2;  m.  Jane  True, 
daughter  of  Dea.  William  and  Eleanor  (Stevens)  True. 
He  was  son  of  Captain  Henry  and  Jane  (Bradbury) 
True,  of  Salisbury,  Mass.  Jane  Bradbury  was  daughter 
of  Capt.  Thomas  Bradbury  of  Salisbury,  whose  ancestry 
has  been  traced  back  to  William  the  Conqueror.  Capt. 
Bradbury  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Salisbury. 


Moses  Thompson,  Sr.  settled  in  what  was  known  as 
Pleasant  Valley,  in  Deerfield.  There  is  a  hill  on  one 
side  of  the  valley  that  was  called  Raccoon  hill.  He  was 
well  educated,  and  for  several  winters  taught  the  dis¬ 
trict  school.  Moses  and  Jane  (Page)  Thompson  had  a 
family  of  three  sons, — William,  Moses,  Samuel — and 
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four  daughters.  Two  daughters  died  young;  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Jane,  married  Neal  Cate  of  Wolfeborough;  the 
other,  Mary,  married  James  Prescott  of  Deerfield;  and 
both  daughters  have  descendants. 

Moses  Thompson,  Sr.  was  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
(Bartlett)  Thompson  of  Kingston.  They  were  married 
in  1725,  at  the  home  of  her  parents  in  Newbury,  Mass., 
and  soon  after  commenced  housekeeping  in  Amesbury, 
Mass.,  where  they  resided  till  about  1732,  when  they 
removed  to  Kingston,  N.  H.,  and  had  their  residence 
near  that  of  Hon.  Josiah  Bartlett,  the  signer  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Mary  and  Josiah  were 
cousins;  her  father,  John  (4)  was  brother  to  Stephen 
(4)  Bartlett,  Josiah’s  father.  They  were  sons  of  Rich¬ 
ard  (3)  and  Hannah  Emery  Bartlett  of  Newbury. 
Richard  (3)  was  son  of  Richard  (2)  and  Abigail  Bart¬ 
lett,  who  was  son  of  Richard  (1)  Bartlett,  who  came  to 
Newbury,  Mass.,  1635,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
there. 

Hannah  Emery  was  daughter  of  John  (2)  Emery, 
son  of  John  (1)  Emery,  who  settled  in  Newbury,  1635, 
and  was  brother  of  Anthony  Emery,  who  settled  on 
Dover  Neck,  and  kept  a  tavern  there  several  years. 

Mary  Bartlett  Thompson  was  daughter  of  John  (4) 
and  Mary  (Ordway)  Bartlett;  Mary  Ordway  was  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  (2)  Ordway,  who  came  from  Wales  with 
his  father,  John  (1)  Ordway,  who  settled  in  Ipswich. 
John  (2)  Ordway  married  Mary  Godfrey,  daughter  of 
Peter  Godfrey  of  Ipswich. 

Richard  (2)  Bartlett  resided  at  what  is  known  as 
Bartlett’s  Corner,  just  above  the  Chain  Bridge,  over 
the  Merrimack  river.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  citi¬ 
zens  of  Newbury;  held  various  offices  and  was  Repre¬ 
sentative  in  the  General  Court.  His  father  came  over 
in  the  ship  “Mary  and  John,”  arriving  in  Boston  in 
1634.  He  was  a  tanner  by  trade  and  settled  in  New- 
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bury,  where  he  was  largely  engaged  in  that  business, 
and  was  one  of  the  prominent  citizens.  His  ancestors 
are  traced  back,  in  England,  to  the  year  1100.  He  re¬ 
ceived  a  grant  of  land  from  the  King,  at  Stopeham, 
which  has  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  family  to 
the  present  time.  Several  members  of  the  family  have 
been  members  of  Parliament,  in  succession.  Sir  Walter 
Bartlett  was  a  prominent  officer  in  the  South  African 
war;  he  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  1893. 
The  ancient  spelling  of  the  name  is — Barttelott.  The 
grant  of  land  was  made  to  Adam  de  Barttelott.  The 
late  President  Bartlett  of  Dartmouth  College,  when  on 
a  visit  in  England,  was  guest  at  the  ancient  home  of 
the  Bartlett  family.  His  son,  Rev.  William  Bartlett, 
has  the  orignal  Britcher’s  Bible  of  Richard  1st.  The 
proprietor  of  the  estate  at  that  time  was  Sir  William 
Barttelot. 

Samuel  and  Mary  (Bartlett)  Thompson  had  chil¬ 
dren:— 

1 —  John,  b.  28  Feb.  1727,  at  Amesbury. 

2—  Nathan,  b.  12  Nov.  1731,  at  Amesbury. 

3 —  Moses,  b.  16  Oct.  1734,  at  Kingston. 

Samuel  Thompson  was  a  farmer  and  cordwainer. 
That  his  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  John  (4)  and 
Mary  (Ordway)  Bartlett  is  proven  by  the  following 
transaction  in  court. 

June  5,  1741,  Essex  County  Probate  Records,  Book 
323,  page  64 — “Administration  of  the  estate  of  John 
Bartlett  of  Newbury,  deceased,  ”  was  granted  to  Mary 
Bartlett,  his  wife.  An  agreement  was  then  made  for 
the  settlement  of  the  estate.  The  following  “set-offs” 
are  entered  on  the  records: 

To  the  widow,  our  honored  mother,  Mary  Bartlett, 
her  dower. 

To  John  Bartlett,  her  eldest  son,  etc.,  etc. 

To  Nathan  Bartlett,  son  of  deceased,  etc.,  etc. 
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To  Moses  Bartlett,  son  of  sd  deceased,  etc.,  etc. 

To  Hannah  Kelley,  dau.  of  sd  deceased,  etc.,  etc.; 
wife  of  Richard  Kelley. 

To  Anne  Bartlett,  daughter  of  sd  deceased,  etc., 
etc. 

To  Mary  Thompson,  daughter  of  sd  deceased,  and 
Samuel  Thompson,  her  husband,  etc.,  etc.;  and  both 
signed  the  agreement. 

To  Rebecca  Kelley,  dau.  of  sd  deceased,  etc.,  etc.; 
wife  of  Benjamin  Kelley. 

To  Esther  Bartlett,  dau.  of  sd  deceased,  etc.,  etc. 

There  are  on  record  various  deeds  given  by  Samuel 
Thompson;  some  are  dated  at  Amesbury,  others  at 
Kingston.  In  these  documents  he  is  called  cordwainer. 
He  was  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Brewer)  Thompson. 
As  regards  John,  there  is  no  direct  statement  who  he 
was  son  of,  but  various  other  statements  show  that  he 
was  undoubtedly  son  of  Alexander  and  Deliverance 
Hackett  (Haggett  —  In  Essex  Court  Records  spelled 
Hackett,  also  Haggett)  Thompson  of  Ipswich,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  in  that  town,  and  a  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  man.  Alexander  was  born  in  England  about  1640, 
and  came  to  New  England  when  a  young  man  and  mar¬ 
ried,  1662,  Deliverance  Hackett,  and  they  named  their 
first  born  son,  1663,  “David”;  and  the  second  son,  John, 
born  1665,  who  married,  in  1688,  Elizabeth  Brewer, 
daughter  of  Peter  Brewer  of  Haverhill.  Elizabeth  died 
in  Salisbury,  26  Dec.  1706;  and  six  months  later  John 
married  (2)  22  July,  1707,  Mary  (Bartlett)  Ash,  widow 
of  John  Ash,  Jr.,  of  Salisbury,  who  had  been  killed  Jby 
the  Indians,  in  Amesbury,  4  July,  1706.  26  Jan.  1706-7, 
John  and  his  children  were  baptized  and  joined  the 
church;  the  children  were  as  follows: 

1.  John,  b.  1689;  d.  14  Sept.  1706. 

2.  Mary,  b.  in  Salisbury,  16  July,  1691;  m.  Joseph 
Page. 


3.  Peter,  b.  in  Salisbury,  8  Dec.  1693;  m.  Hannah 
Jewell. 

4.  Elizabeth,  b.  2  Nov.  1695. 

5.  A  son,  died  infant,  1696. 

6.  A  daughter,  d.  infant,  1701. 

7.  Twins — Thomas ,  b.  20  May,  1705. 

Samuel ,  b.  20  May,  1705.  They  were 
baptized,  with  their  father  and  the  other  children,  26 
Jan.  1706-07. 

8.  Abial  or  Abia,  b.  25  Dec.  1706,  and  the  mother 
died  at  the  child-birth,  but  the  infant  was  baptized  with 
the  rest  of  the  family.  Mr.  Thompson  made  a  clean 
record  of  the  whole  family.  It  shows  he  was  a  faithful 
father. 

This  John  Thompson  is  the  first  Thompson  who  ap¬ 
pears  in  Salisbury,  so  it  is  evident  he  is  one  of  the 
Ipswich  Thompsons,  and  there  is  no  other  John  Thomp¬ 
son  of  the  generation  in  which  he  was  born,  than  John, 
the  son  of  Alexander  and  Deliverance  (Hackett) 
(Haggett)  Thompson.  In  the  next  generation  there 
appeared  a  John  Thompson,  son  of  David,  and  grand¬ 
son  of  Alexander,  so  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
Samuel,  father  of  Moses,  Sr.,  Thompson,  was  grandson 
of  Alexander;  and  it  is  very  probable  that  Alexander 
was  grandson  of  David  and  Amias  (Cole)  Thompson 
of  Little  Harbor. 

There  are  two  deeds  that  throw  light  on  this  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  parentage  of  John  Thompson,  as  follows: 

1706,  July  26 — Deed  from  John  Thompson  of  ye 
town  of  Salisbury,  Mass.,  weaver,  to  Samuel  Gill,  Sr. 
etc.  4  acres  of  land  in  Salisbury,  for  6  pounds,  etc. 

1707,  May  16 — Deed  of  John  Thompson  of  Ipswich 
in  ye  county  of  Essex  in  ye  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  in  New  England,  son  of  Alexander  Thompson,  late 
of  Ipswich,  deceased,  etc. — To  John  Thorne  of  ye  same 
town,  county  and  province,  Jand,  etc.  etc.  for  4  pounds. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  John  Thompson  of  these  two 
transactions  is  one  and  the  same  person.  For  it  will  be 
seen  that  his  children  were  all  baptized  on  the  day  he 
“owned  the  Covenant,  ”  that  is,  was  admitted  to  the 
Church  in  Salisbury,  and  the  names  first  appear  on  the 
Salisbury  records  of  the  same  date,  that  is  January  26, 
1706-7;  this  indicates  they  were  not  born  in  that  town, 
but  probably  in  Ipswich,  and  the  family  removed  from 
Ipswich  to  Salisbury  in  1706,  which  accounts  for  the  deed 
dated  July  26,  1706;  his  name  does  not  appear  in  any 
other  deed  before  that  date,  in  all  the  Essex  County  rec¬ 
ords,  from  which  this  deed  was  copied,  Book  25,  page  22. 

Now  the  deed  of  1707,  May  16,  was  given  to  John 
Thorne  in  the  course  of  John  Thompson’s  settlement  of 
his  father’s  (Alexander’s)  estate;  very  naturally  the 
attorney  who  made  out  the  deed  wrote  it  as  given  by 
John  Thompson  of  Ipswich,  as  he  had  but  recently  re¬ 
moved  to  Salisbury.  There  is  no  other  man  who  can 
fill  the  place  in  the  records. 

1717,  23,  4mo.  (June  23.)  John  Thompson  of  Salis¬ 
bury  made  his  will  which  was  imperfectly  drawn,  and 
administration  on  his  estate,  with  the  will  annexed  was 
granted  April  6,  1719,  to  son,  Thomas  Thompson. 

The  will  gives  various  things: 

To  Mary  my  now  wife,  etc. 

To  my  daughter  Elizabeth,  etc. 

To  my  son  Thomas,  etc. 

Unto  my  six  children  which  I  had  by  my  first  wife 
(Elizabeth  Brewer)  all  those  lands  in  Haverhill  which 
were  given  unto  me  and  my  first  wife,  by  my  wife’s 
father,  Peter  Brewer;  my  son  Peter  to  have  a  double 
share. 

My  sons,  Thomas  and  Samuel,  twins,  to  have  equal 
portions  of  the  above  mentioned  Haverhill  land. 

I  appoint  my  wife  Mary  Executrix  of  this  my  will. 

Signed,  John  Thompson. 
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On  the  Bond  of  the  Will  is  the  following:  “Last 
will  and  testament  of  John  Thompson.”  Date  of  sub¬ 
scribing,  “1718,  June  9.”  In  the  Essex  County  Pro¬ 
bate  Records,  Book  315,  page  118,  is  given  “1724,  June 
27.  Division  of  the  Estate  of  John  Thompson  late  of 
Salisbury,  deceased;  Thomas  Tomson,  Administrator.” 

His  children  named  in  order  as  follows:  To  Peter, 
eldest  son,  2  shares: — to  the  others  each  one  share — 
Mary  Page;  Elizabeth  Pettingill;  Thomas  Tomson;  Sam¬ 
uel  Tomson;  Abiall  Tomson;  John  Tomson;  Elisha  Tom¬ 
son;  Sarah  Tomson. 


Alexander  Thompson  was  born  about  1640;  in  what 
place  is  not  known.  The  name  of  his  parents  is  not 
known;  probably  and  traditionally  he  was  grandson  of 
David  Thompson  who  came  to  Odiorne’s  Point,  Little 
Harbor,  Portsmouth,  in  the  spring  of  1623,  and  later 
settled  on  Thompson’s  Island,  Boston  Harbor,  where  he 
died  in  1628,  leaving  widow,  Amias,  and  an  infant  son, 
John  Thompson,  who,  in  his  mature  years,  became 
“John  Thompson  of  Mendon.”  This  is  clearly  shown 
in  the  pamphlet  published  in  1913  by  the  Mendon  His¬ 
torical  Society,  Mendon,  Mass.  It  has  the  title,  “The 
Thompson  Family  of  Mendon.”  It  is  carefully  ed¬ 
ited  by  Adrian  Scott  of  Blackstone,  Mass.,  and  Henry 
A.  Whitney  of  Bellingham,  Mass.  This  pamphlet  also 
shows  clearly  that  John  Thompson  of  Salisbury  was  not 
of  the  Mendon  family,  hence  must  have  been  son  of 
Alexander  of  Ipswich. 

Alexander  Thompson  married,  at  Ipswich,  Mass., 
Sept.  19,  1662,  Deliverance  Haggett.  There  is  no  rec¬ 
ord  of  when  he  came  there,  or  where  he  came  from, 
but  that  was  the  home  of  him  and  his  family  the  rest  of 
his  life.  They  had  ten  children:  David,  b.  1663;  John, 
b.  1665;  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  William,  Alexander, 
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Henry,  Sarah  and  Matthew.  It  was  the  custom  of  that 
period  and  long  afterward,  for  parents  to  name  the  first 
born  child  for  some  immediate  ancestor.  It  will  be  no¬ 
ticed  that  Alexander  named  his  first  son  “David,”  giv¬ 
en  in  will  two-thirds.  It  is  a  fair  inference  to  suppose 
that  he  gave  the  boy  that  name  in  honor  of  his  father 
or  grandfather,  perhaps  both.  This  is  the  only  Thomp¬ 
son  family  in  which  the  name  David  appears  in  any 
New  England  Thompsons,  of  that  period.  Where  did 
Alexander  get  the  suggestion  to  name  his  boy  “David” 
if  he,  Alexander,  was  not  grandson  of  David  Thomp¬ 
son,  the  Pascataqua  Pioneer  of  1623?  There  has  always 
been  a  tradition  in  the  Wolfeborough  Thompson  family 
that  they  were  descended  from  David  Thompson,  of 
Thompson’s  Island,  where  he  died  in  1628.  It  appears 
that  there  is  just  ground  for  believing  the  tradition  is 
correct.  (See  B.  B.  T.  Memoirs.)  Few  of  these  fami¬ 
lies  ever  met  or  knew  each  other,  but  had  same  tradi¬ 
tions. 

1693,  Nov.  21,  Alexander  Thompson  of  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  made  his  will  which  was  proved  April  1,  1696. 
He  gives  to  his  wife,  Deliverance  Haggett,  to  whom  he 
was  married  Sept.  19,  1662;  to  son  David  Thompson, 
two-thirds;  to  son  John  Thompson,  one-third;  to  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mary;  Elizabeth;  Hannah;  to  sons  Alexander;  Hen¬ 
ry;  to  daughter  Sarah  and  son  Matthew.  (Essex  Co. 
Probate  Records.) 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Tibbetts  obtained  the  following  in¬ 
formation,  when  in  England,  for  Mrs.  Ella  Maria  Par¬ 
ker,  wife  of  Dr.  Henry  Rust  Parker,  in  regard  to  the 
parentage  of  David  Thomson. 

“Parish  of  St.  James,  Clarkenwell,  London,  Eng¬ 
land. 

Marriages: — 1579,  June  25,  Richard  Tomson  & 
Florence  Cromlan. 
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Christenings:— 1580,  Oct.  9;  Ann,  dau.  of  Richard 

Tom  son. 

1587,  Nov.  5,  Golde,  son  of  Richard 
Tomson. 

1590,  June  21,  Moyses,  son  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Tomson. 

1592,  Dec.  17,  David ,  son  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Tomson.” 

Mr.  Tibbetts  states  that  he  looked  through  27  vol¬ 
umes  of  London  Parish  records,  in  15  or  20  churches, 
and  found  no  other  David  Tomson,  in  the  period  in 
which  David  of  Little  Harbor  or  Thompson's  Island  must 
have  been  born.  He  found  the  birth  of  David  Tomson 
of  date  after  1600,  so  David,  son  of  Richard,  must  be 
the  man,  and  he  was  born  in  1592. 

From  other  records  Mr.  Tibbetts  learned  that  David 
Thomson  married  Amias  Cole  in  1613,  and  they  lived  in 
London  till  she  came  over  here  with  him  about  1624, 
and  resided  first  at  Little  Harbor,  and  a  little  later  re¬ 
moved  to  Thompson’s  Island,  in  Boston  Harbor,  where 
he  died  in  1628,  at  the  age  of  76  years.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  associated  with  Samuel  Maverick,  whose  residence 
was  on  Noddle’s  Island  (East  Boston),  and  assisted  him 
in  building  a  “small  fort,  with  four  guns  to  protect  him 
(Maverick)  from  the  .Indians.”  It  is  recorded  that  Mr. 
Maverick  was — “a  man  of  very  loving  and  courteous 
behaviour.”  Soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Thompson 
Mr.  Maverick  married  the  widow  of  his  friend,  and 
brought  up  the  son,  John,  and  assisted  him  in  a  lawsuit 
to  recover  ownership  of  Thompson’s  Island,  when  John 
became  21  years  of  age,  (1684).  By  Samuel  Maver¬ 
ick,  Amias  Cole,  (Thompson)  had  three  children, — 
Nathaniel,  Samuel  and  Mary.  As  she  married  David 
Thomson  in  1613,  it  is  incredible  to  believe  she  did  not 
have  children  born  between  1613  and  1624.  (In  Essex 
Court  records  she  refers  to  daughters.) 
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As  regards  the  question,  whether  or  not  there  were 
any  children  born  in  the  Thompson  family,  before 
David  Thompson  came  to  the  Pascataqua  River  in  1623, 
the  following  letter,  by  the  mother  of  the  family,  is  of 
interest.  Mrs.  Amias  (Thompson)  Maverick  sent  it  to 
Robert  Trelawney,  a  merchant  in  Plymouth,  England, 
who  was  a  special  friend  of  the  Thompsons: 

“Noddle's  Island,  20  Nov.,  1635. 

“ Good  sir: — I  kindly  salute  you  in  the  Lord.  I  am 
given  to  understand,  by  divers,  that  my  father  is  very 
much  incensed  against  me,  but  by  what  cause  I  know 
not,  and  that  he  hath  offered  to  make  sale  of  his  lands, 
notwithstanding  he  conveyed  it  to  me  by  his  deed 
(which  I  doubt  not  will  prove  sufficient),  and  had  of  me 
fifty  pounds  (£50)  in  consideration  of  it,  that  so  the 
land  might  remain  to  me  and  my  children,  after  my 
father's  decease.  And  now  I  am  informed  that  my 
father  would  fain  dispose  of  the  land  and  repay  this 
£50.  Now  my  humble  request  unto  your  worship  is, 
that  as  you  loved  my  first  husband,  so  you  would  do  me 
and  my  fatherless  children  the  favor  to  speak  to  my 
father  concerning  this  thing,  that  it  may  remain  with 
him  for  my  children,  etc.,  etc. 

(Signed)  Amias  Maverick." 

‘  ‘ Received  July  k,  1636.” 

This  letter  shows  conclusively  that  she  had  “ father¬ 
less "  children  in  1635.  If  one  of  them  had  been  a  son, 
born  in  1615,  he  would  have  been  twenty-five  years  old 
in  1640,  when  Alexander  Thompson  was  born.  We  do 
not  know,  but  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  there 
was  such  a  son,  and  that  his  name  was  David ,  like  his 
father,  and  that  he  married  and  had  a  son,  and  that  he 
was  named  Alexander  Thompson.  Amias's  “ fatherless 
children ." 


THE  THOMPSON  FAMILY  OF  WOLFE- 
BOROUGH,  N.  H. 


Their  Ancestors  and  Kinsmen. 


MOSES  THOMPSON,  founder  of  the  Thompson 
Family  in  Wolfeborough,  N.  H.,  was  born  in  Deerfield, 
N.  H.,  May  25,  1775.  Taught  school  in  Wolfeboro.  In 
May,  1800,  he  married  Sarah  Fox  of  Wolfeboro.  He 
bought  a  fine  tract  of  land  which  he  converted  into  one 
of  the  best  farms  in  that  town,  to  which  he  added  other 
purchases.  Sarah  Fox  was  daughter  of  Samuel  Fox; 
she  was  born  in  1772,  in  Wolfeboro,  and  died  Feb.  14, 
1818.  He  died  Sept.  11,  1848.  lie  gave  each  son  $500, 
and  each  daughter,  $300,  (on  attaining  their  majority). 
Moses,  the  youngest  son,  inherited  the  farm. 

Children. 

Benjamin  F.— born  1801;  married  Mary  Brewster, 
who  died  Aug.  27,  1846.  He  died  in  1869,  aged  68  yrs., 
7  m.,  28  d. 

Hannah — born  1803;  d.  1874,  unmarried;  aged  71 
yrs.,  7  m.,  18  d. 

William — b.  1805;  m.  Nancy  Rogers,  dau.  of  Na- 
ithaniel  Rogers.  William  d.  Aug.  29,  1882. 

Samuel — b.  1807;  m.  Phebe  Rogers,  dau.  of  Nathan- 
el  Rogers;  d.  Wolfeboro. 

Jane — b.  1809;  m.  George  T.  Furber;  d.  1893, 
Wolfeboro. 

Moses — b.  March  4,  1811;  m.  Hannah  Marble  Rust, 
dau.- of  William  Rust;  she  was  b.  Feb.  23,  1821;  d.  May 
18,  1908.  He  d.  Dec.  11,  1897. 

Sarah  — b.  1813;  m.  John  M.  Brackett:  d.  Wolfe¬ 
boro. 
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Children  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  ( Brewster ) 

Thompson. 

1.  Mark ,  b. - ;  died  in  Dover,  N.  H. 

2.  Mary  Jane ,  b.  1828;  m.  Ivory  Keniston;  no 
children;  d.  Wolfeborough. 

3.  Sarah  Elizabeth ,  b.  1830;  m.  William  Adams. 
Their  children:  (1)  Eliza;  m.  Charles  Hasty;  (2)  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin;  married  and  had  children;  (3)  Mary 
Adams;  married  Frank  Edgerly;  he  died  1889;  no  chil¬ 
dren.  Flora,  nurse  in  Manchester,  1918. 

4.  Benjamin  J.,  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth  Allen;  no 

children. 

5.  John  M.  Thompson ,  b. - ;  m.  Elizabeth  Jen- 

ness;  member  of  Co.  K.,  12th  N.  H.  Regiment;  wound¬ 
ed  at  Cold  Harbor;  d.  at  Harwood  Hospital;  age  30 
years;  no  children. 


Children  of  William  and  Nancy  ( Rogers )  Thompson. 

1.  Nathaniel ,  married  (2)  Josephine  Nudd;  he 
died  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.;  they  have  children  in  Min¬ 
nesota. 

2.  William ,  married  Frances  Keniston  of  Wolfe¬ 
borough,  and  their  children,  (1)  Fannie  Thompson,  mar¬ 
ried  Mr.  H.  F.  Hurlbert,  a  lawyer  in  Boston;  (2)  Lil¬ 
lian,  married  (1)  Dr.  William  King,  and  had  daughter, 
Margery;  died  young.  She  married  (2)  William  Cowan. 

They  have  no  children;  (3)  Corine,  married - ;  they 

live  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  No  children;  (4)  George,  mar¬ 
ried  Martha  Jones  of  Wolfeborough.  No  children;  (5) 
Beatrice,  died  in  Red  Cross  service  in  Boston,  Mass., 
Feb.,  1917. 
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3.  Moses ,  3d,  m.  Ruth  Ann,  dau.  of  John  Tappan 
and  Sally  Seavey  Parker.  Their  children  are: — ( 1)  Roland 
m.  Ellen  Brown;  no  children;  (2)  Charles  Carroll,  who 
married  Alice  Parker;  no  children;  (3)  Nancy  Ellen, 
married  Fred  Graves;  no  children.  Moses,  3d  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  a  member  of  Co.  K,  12th  N.  H. 

4.  Mary ,  married  and  died  in  Minnesota;  no 
children. 

5.  Henry,  married  and  has  one  son,  William  living 
(1924)  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Henry  was  a  Civil  war 
soldier,  held  prisoner  in  Libby  prison  until  nearly 
starved  and  could  scarcely  stand. 

6.  Samuel ,  b. - ;  died  young. 


Children  of  Samuel  and  Phebe  ( Rogers )  Thompson. 

1.  Samuel  M.,  has  son  Frank,  living  in  Harwich- 
port,  Mass. ;  one  son. 

2.  Sarah;  m.  John  Tabor  of  Wolfeboro;  children. 

3.  Isaac;  m,  Nellie  Colby  of  Wolfeboro,  and  had 
daugter,  Alta,  who  married  Mr.  Berry  and  lives  in 
Wolfeboro.  They  have  several  children. 

4.  Susan;  rn.  He  man  Gup  til  of  Wolfeboro.  She 

died  early.  He  died - . 

5.  William;  died  in  Wolfeboro. 

Samuel  married,  2d,  Miss  Doe,  and  had  a 
daughter,  (6)  Gertrude,  m.  JohnMcGrath,  Boston,  Mass. 

Children  of  Moses  and  Hannah  Marble  Rust  Thompson. 

Moses  Thompson,  who  was  born  March  4,  1811,  was 
educated  in  the  town  schools  and  Wolfeborough  ar.d 
Tuftonborough  Academy.  At  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  received  $500  from  his  father  and  started  in  business 
for  himself.  He  and  his  brother  Benjamin  formed  a 
partnership  and  erected  a  tannery  on  the  farm,  and  en¬ 
tered  upon  a  prosperous  career  in  the  tanning  and  cur 
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rying  business.  At  first  they  sold  their  leather  in  Bos¬ 
ton  at  a  good  profit;  later  they  started  a  shoe  manufac¬ 
turing  shop,  and  that  was  the  beginning  of  the  shoe 
manufacturing  business  in  the  town,  which  afterwards 
was  developed  into  a  very  large  business  in  the  town. 

Daniel  Pickering  had  opened  a  tannery  at  Wolfe- 
borough  Falls,  and  he  engaged  Moses  Thompson  to  su¬ 
perintend  the  work  there,  to  make  sure  of  success  in 
the  business.  In  1847  he  returned  to  the  village  and 
engaged  as  a  shoe-cutter,  in  Daniel  Pickering’s  shop. 
Later  he  was  taken  as  a  partner,  in  the  business,  under 
the  firm  name  of  Pickering,  Brackett  &  Thompson,  and 
this  firm  did  a  very  large  business,  not  only  in  the  man¬ 
ufacture  of  shoes,  but  also  in  a  store  that  they  opened 
at  Pickering’s  Corner,  where  they  sold  all  kinds  of 
goods.  This  partnership  continued  till  Mr.  Pickering 
died. 

In  1856,  Moses  Thompson,  Captain  Augustus  Walk¬ 
er,  of  Concord,  and  John  M.  Brackett,  of  Wolfeborough, 
built  the  brick  block,  known  as  the  Bank  Building.  In 
that  building  Thompson  and  Brackett  set  up  machinery 
for  the  manufacture  of  brogan-shoes,  for  the  southern 
trade.  This  proved  a  profitable  business  for  several 
years.  During  the  same  period  Mr.  Thompson  and 
George  Rust  had  a  large  grocery  store,  in  which  they 
did  a  prosperous  business.  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  care¬ 
ful  manager  in  all  these  undertakings.  In  this  building 
was  located  the  State  Bank,  and  the  Carroll  County 
Five-Cent  Savings  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Thompson  was 
trustee  and  later  president.  He  was  treasurer  of  the 
Lake  Boot  &  Shoe  Company.  He  was  engaged  in  thfe 
marble  business  for  a  number  of  years;  also  in  the  lum¬ 
ber  and  saw-mill  business.  All  through  his.  active 
years  of  business  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  successful  dealer 
in  real  estate,  in  the  sale  of  desirable  lots  on  the  main 
street  of  the  village. 
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In  his  younger  days  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  Whig,  in 
politics,  but  when  that  party  ceased  to  exist  he  became 
a  staunch  Republican,  and  remained  faithful  in  support 
of  the  principles  of  that  party.  He  served  as  one  of 
the  selectmen  several  years;  he  was  Representative  in 
the  General  Court  two  sessions.  He  was  a  patriotic 
supporter  of  President  Lincoln’s  war  policies. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  lot  of 
“irons  in  the  fire,”  but  he  was  a  man  of  keen  judg¬ 
ment,  and  always  took  care  that  none  of  them  got 
“burned.”  His  good  judgment  added  much  to  the 
growth  of  the  village,  and  the  town  business  in  general. 
He  was  a  staunch  advocate,  and  liberal  supporter  of 
town  schools,  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Acad¬ 
emy  for  many  years.  He  was  baptized,  when  28  years 
old,  by  Elder  Mark  Fernald,  and  joined  the  Christian 
Church,  in  Wolfeborough,  and  remained  a  faithful 
member  and  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  church  through 
life.  May  7,  1840,  he  was  initiated  as  an  “Entered  Ap¬ 
prentice”  in  Morning  Star  Lodge  of  Masons,  and  in  due 
order  became  a  full  fledged  Mason.  This  lodge  is  No. 
17  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  in  New  Hampshire.  He  re¬ 
mained  a  member  of  the  lodge  during  life.  In  May, 
1840,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  Marble 
Rust,  who  was  daughter  of  Deacon  William  and  Olive 
(Deland)  Rust.  Their  married  life  continued  fifty- 
seven  years.  He  died  11  years  before  she  did,  but  both 
reached  the  age  of  87  years,  vigorous  to  the  end. 


CHILDREN. 

William  Rust — b.  March  4,  1842;  d.  May  4,  1865; 
unmarried. 

Moses  F. — b.  May  20,  1845;  member  of  Co.  K.,  12th 
N.  H.  Regiment,  1862;  m.  Abbie  Hersey,  Dec.  28, 
1870;  dau.  of  Gen.  George  -  W.  Hersey  of  Wolfe- 
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borough.  He  died  in  Minneapolis,  Jan.  23,  1890,  leaving 
wife  and  two  children, — Lester  H.,  no  children,  and 
Dana  M.  Thompson,  dau.  Patricia. 

Ella  Maria — b.  Nov.  20,  1847;  m.  May  27,  1866, 
Henry  Rust  Parker,  M.  D.,  of  Wolfeborough;  he  died 
Dec.  28,  1909. 

Ada  Thompson ,  the  fourth  of  the  family,  b.  Dec. 
28,  1852;  resides  in  Wolfeborough;  not  married. 

Alberta  A.  Thompson ,  b.  — — ;  died  early. 

Fred  A.  Thompson ,  youngest  of  the  family,  b,  Au¬ 
gust  20,  1857;  not  married.  He  resides  in  Denver,  Col., 
where  he  is  a  prominent  business  man. 


Children  of  Dr.  H.  R.  and  Ella  M.  ( Thompson)  Parker. 

1.  Nathalie  S. — b.  July  9,  1868;  m.  June  5,  1888, 

Geo.  D.  Harper  of  Montreal.  Their  children:  (1)  George 
D.  Harper,  Jr.;  d.  young.  (2)  Louise  Harper,  b.  1893; 
m.  Alfred  Lang  of  Montreal,  1917;  children:  Gyneth 
S.,  b.  1920;  James  H.,  b.  1924.  (3)  John  Parker 

Harper,  b.  Aug.  18,  1895.  Not  married.  He  was  a  sol¬ 
dier  in  the  Canadian  army,  1st  Canadian  Expeditionary 
Force,  Royal  Artillery,  in  France.  He  did  good  service 
at  the  front,  where  the  “Huns”  did  their  worst,  with 
gas  and  shells.  He  was  killed  in  action  Sept.  2,  1918, 
and  was  buried  by  his  comrades,  with  honor,  at  Ablain, 
(St.  Nazaire)  near  Leon,  France. 

2.  Alberta  T.  Parker,  b.  Oct.  7,  1870;  m,  Harry 
Preston  Henderson,  June  10,  1895;  their  children:  (1) 
Maud  Olive,  b.  Sept.  25,  1896;  m.  March  6,  1919,  Robert 
Hamilton  Griffin  of  Boston.  She  died  Feb.  18,  1920. 
(2)  Ella  Parker  Henderson,  b.  July  8,  1900;  mar.  10 
June  1924,  Alfred  B.  Wasson. 

3.  Henry  Rust  Parker,  Jr.,  b.  Wolfeboro,  June  29, 
1875;  d.  Dover,  Dec.  28,  1894. 


THE  THOMPSON  FAMILY  OF  DEERFIELD. 


The  founder  of  the  Thompson  Family  of  Deerfield 
was  Moses  Thompson,  who  was  born  in  Kingston  in 
1734;  married  Jane  Page  in  1762  and  soon  after  settled 
in  that  part  of  Nottingham,  now  known  as  Deerfield 
Center.  Their  marriage  is  recorded  in  the  town  records 
of  South  Hampton,  Jan.  7,  1762.  Jane  was  daughter  of 
Daniel  (4),  who  was  son  of  Onesiphorus  (3)  and  Ruth 
(Merrill)  Page,  of  Salisbury;  son  of  Onesiphorus  (2) 
and  Mary  (Hauxworth)  Page,  of  Salisbury.  He  was 
known  as  Sergt.  Page,  for  his  service  in  the  Indian 
wars;  he  was  son  of  John  (1)  Page  of  Hingham  and 
Haverhill.  He  married  Mary  Marsh  and  removed  to 
Haverhill  about  1652.  He  died  Nov.  23,  1687.  Mary 
Hauxwell  (or  Hawkswell)  was  daughter  of  Thomas  of 
Salisbury,  in  which  town  he  was  one  of  the  original 
settlers,  1640.  Ruth  Merrill,  wife  of  Onesiphorus  (3) 
Page  was  daughter  of  Sergt.  Daniel  Merrill  of  Newbury 
and  Salisbury;  he  was  born  in  1642;  m.  May  14,  1667, 
Sarah  (2)  Clough.  He  died  June  27,  1717,  in  Salisbury. 
She  died  March  18,  1705-6.  Mary  Clough  was  daughter 
of  John  Clough,  who  was  born  in  England  about  1613, 
and  came  over  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth/ '  1635.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Salisbury  in  1640.  Died  July 
26,  1691.  Sergt.  Daniel  Merrill  was  son  of  Nathaniel 
Merrill,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Newbury,  1635. 
(Town  Papers  of  State  of  New  Hampshire,  vol.  13, 
pages  658-9.) 

Moses  Thompson  signed  the  “Association  Test,” 
March  14,  1776.  Moses  Thompson  was  a  soldier.  (N. 
H.  State  Papers  [Town]  658-9,  pages.) 


22 


HIS  CHILDREN. 

They  had  three  sons  and  four  daughters;  two  of  the 
daughters  died  young.  Jane  married  Daniel  Cate  of 
Wolfeborough.  Mary  married  James  Prescott  of  Deer¬ 
field.  The  sons  were  William,  Moses  and  Samuel. 
William  remained  in  Deerfield;  Moses  went  to  Wolfe¬ 
borough;  Samuel  settled  in  Wilmot. 

It  is  stated  as  a  fact  that  Jane  Page  Thompson 
brought  a  pocket  full  of  apple  seeds  from  home  when 
they  moved  to  Deerfield,  and  planted  them  and  raised  a 
fine  lot  of  trees  which  she  had  planted  on  the  Thomp¬ 
son  farm,  and  they  flourished,  bearing  large  crops  of 
apples  for  many  years.  Her  son  William  inherited  the 
farm.  He  married,  about  1783,  Hannah  Philbrick  of 
Deerfield;  they  had  thirteen  children,  as  follows: 

Jonathan,  when  a  young  man  went  to  Wilmot,  and 
there  lost  his  life  by  the  felling  of  a  tree,  which  he  and 
other  workmen  were  engaged  in  cutting  for  lumber. 
Not  married. 

Eleanor  married  Enoch  Stevens  and  lived  in  Deer¬ 
field;  their  descendants  live  in  that  town  at  the  present 
time  (1920). 

Jane,  Hannah  and  Abigail  married  respectively, 
Messrs.  Stearns,  Cram,  and  Smith,  and  settled  in  Wil¬ 
mot,  N.  H. 

Moses  remained  on  the  homestead.  He  married 
twice  and  had  nine  children;  all  but  one  of  these  settled 
elsewhere.  The  farm  was  called  the  ‘‘Old  Morrill 
farm,”  Moses  Thompson  having  bought  it  of  Mr.  Mor¬ 
rill,  who  had  settled  there  when  that  part  of  old  Not¬ 
tingham  began  to  be  taken  up  for  farms,  the  Indian 
wars  being  over. 

Betsey  married  N.  J.  Hilton  and  had  nine  children. 
Mr.  Hilton  was  son  of  Joseph  Hilton,  who  became  a 
large  land  owner  in  Deerfield,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
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prosperous  citizens  of  his  time.  He  was  a  lineal  de¬ 
scendant  from  Edward  Hilton,  the  first  settler  in  Dover, 

N.  H. 

Polly  married  Capt.  J.  Fellows  of  Deerfield,  and 
had  three  sons;  she  died  young.  One  of  the  sons  is 
now  (1920)  living  in  California,  a  prosperous  citizen. 

Samuel  married  Ann  Smith,  daughter  of  Dea.  Wm. 
Smith.  He  settled  in  Wilmot,  and  had  a  son,  William, 
living  in  1918. 

William  married  Phebe  Smith,  daughter  of  Dea. 
Wm.  Smith.  They  had  six  children;  one  died  young. 
One  daughter,  Martha  A.,  graduated  from  Mt.  Holyoke 
Seminary  and  was  a  teacher  in  schools,  several  years, 
in  Trenton,  Washington,  and  Boston;  she  traveled 
abroad,  visiting  important  cities  in  Europe. 

Elizabeth  married  her  cousin,  Samuel  Thompson  of 
Wilmot. 

Jennie  P.  graduated  from  Packer  College,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  N.  Y.  She  married  G.  J.  White  of  Andover,  N. 
H.  Charles,  their  eldest  son,  was  living  on  the  An¬ 
dover  farm  in  1898.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War, 
serving  in  the  11th  Regiment;  he  was  a  brave  soldier 
and  was  wounded  at  Spotsylvania. 

William  Adams  Thompson,  the  youngest  son  of  the 
family,  lived  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Deerfield,  till  his 
death  in  1898.  After  his  death  the  farm  was  sold  to 
Edward  Clay;  it  had  been  in  possession  of  the  Thomp¬ 
son  family  for  more  than  a  century  and  a  quarter. 


It  will  be  noticed  that  quite  a  number  of  the  Deer¬ 
field  Thompsons  settled  in  Wilmot,  N.  H.  That  town 
was  incorporated  in  1807,  and  the  first  town  meeting 
was  held  in  March,  1808.  It  was  made  up  of  the  north¬ 
ern  part  of  New  London  and  a  part  of  Kearsarge  Gore. 
At  that  time  there  were  forty-six  resident  taxpayers. 


THE  RUST  ANCESTORS  OF 
MRS.  ELLA  MARIA  (THOMPSON)  PARKER. 


Ella  Maria  (Thompson)  Parker  was  born  Nov.  20, 
1847;  daughter  of  Moses  and  Hannah  Marble  (Rust) 
Thompson  of  Wolfeborough;  daughter  of  William  and 
Olive  (Deland)  Rust,  of  Wolfeborough.  He  was  born 
in  Wolfeborough  June  1,  1788.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
one  of  the  prominent  citizens  and  held  offices  of  trust. 
They  had  two  children:  Hannah  Marble  and  Betsey 
Stoddard;  the  latter  was  b.  Sept.  18,  1824;  the  former, 
Feb.  23,  1821,  who  was  married  to  Moses  Thompson, 
May  7,  1840.  William  Rust  was  son  of 

William  and  Hannah  (Marble)  Rust  of  Portsmouth 
and  Wolfeborough.  He  was  born  August  7,  1765;  she 
was  born  Jan.  7,  1760;  daughter  of  Samuel  Marble  of 
Stratham;  she  died  in  Wolfeborough  August  4,  1802, 
aged  42  years.  She  was  mother  of  his  children:  Wil¬ 
liam;  Nathaniel;  Sarah,  who  married  James  Folsom  of 
Wolfeborough;  Shadrach,  Meshech,  and  Abednego, 
triplets,  born  August  20,  1796;  of  these  Shadrach  died 
in  less  than  six  months:  Meshech  married  Martha  Frost; 
Abednego  married  Hannah  Mayhew.  William  Rust, 
who  married  Hannah  Marble,  was  son  of 

Col.  Henry  Rust  of  Portsmouth  who  married,  about 
1750,  Ann  (Saltonstall)  Harvey  of  that  town;  they  had 
eleven  children,  of  whom  the  fifth  son  and  ninth 
child  was  William,  born  as  above  stated.  Col.  Rust 
was  born  in  Stratham,  Jan.  22,  1726,  and  when  a 
young  man  went  to  Portsmouth  and  engaged  in  the 
seafaring  business;  he  was  successful,  and  soon  be¬ 
came  captain  of  a  good  ship.  He  followed  the  sea 
for  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  then,  1768, 
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gave  it  up  to  engage  in  business  in  Portsmouth, 
and  Wolfeborough,  in  which  town  he  became  the 
possessor  of  six  hundred  acres,  grant  of  Gov.  B. 
Wentworth;  his  lot  included  Rust’s  Pond  in  South 
Wolfeborough  Village.  He  built  a  log  cabin  and  for 
some  years  passed  his  summers  there,  in  company 
with  his  sons,  Henry  and  Richard.  One  winter 
the  boys,  aged  fourteen  and  twelve,  remained  in  the 
new  settlement  to  take  care  of  the  stock  and  for 
nine  weeks  saw  no  white  person.  At  Portsmouth 
Col.  Rust  took  an  active  part  in  military  affairs  and 
rose  to  the  rank  of  colonel  of  a  regiment.  In  1773, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  organization  of  Strafford 
County,  Col.  Rust  was  appointed  Judge  of  Probate 
for  the  new  county,  and  held  the  office  till  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  of  1776  made  a  change  in  the  ruling  officers, 
and  Col.  Rust  declined  to  subscribe  to  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  new  State  government;  when  Gov. 
Wentworth  appointed  him  to  the  office  he  took  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Crown,  and  he  held  that  the 
oath  was  so  binding  that  he  would  not  acknowledge 
allegiance  to  New  Hampshire’s  constitutional  gov¬ 
ernment,  although  he  served  as  Selectman  of  Wolfe¬ 
borough  for  eight  years,  and  was  a  loyal  citizen,  not¬ 
withstanding  his  oath  to  King  George  of  England.  A 
bronze  tablet  of  the  Col. -Judge  is  in  the  Probate  Court 
room  in  the  Court  House  at  Dover. 

The  church  at  Wolfeborough  was  organized  in  1793, 
and  the  next  year  Col.  Rust  was  chosen  the  first  deacon. 
He  was  an  intimate  friend  and  great  admirer  of  Gov¬ 
ernor  Wentworth,  who  had  established  his  fine  summer 
residence  in  that  town,  and  had  in  mind  to  do  grand 
things  for  Wolfeborough,  which  he  would  have  done, 
had  not  the  Revolution  driven  him  out  of  office  and  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  leave  the  state.  The  Colonel  and  the  ex¬ 
iled  Governor  remained  friends  to  the  end  of  life.  Not- 
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withstanding1  all  that  Gov.  Wentworth  did  for  the  town, 
Col.  Rust  may  well  be  called  the  founder  of  the  town, 
for  he  did  more  for  its  actual  settlement  than  any  other 
one  man.  His  descendants  have  been  town  clerk  twen¬ 
ty-six  times,  selectman  forty-five  times,  and  of  repre¬ 
sentative  eighteen  times. 

Rev.  Henry  and  Anna  (Waldron)  Rust  of  Stratham 
were  the  parents  of  Col.  Rust.  He  was  born  in  Ip¬ 
swich,  Mass.,  in  1686.  He  was  graduated  from  Har¬ 
vard  College  in  the  class  of  1707.  He  was  the  first  of 
his  line  to  move  to  New  Hampshire,  coming  here  in 
1718,  to  be  settled  as  the  first  minister  in  Stratham, 
where  he  served  in  that  office  thirty-seven  years.  He 
swore  allegiance  to  King  George  II  in  1727.  Among 
other  records  in  which  his  name  appears  is  the  purchase 
of  land  in  Exeter  in  1722,  and  the  loss  of  a  negro  slave 
(woman)  by  death  on  Feb.  16,  1741-2.  He  was  a 
learned  man  and  an  able,  faithful  and  successful  min¬ 
ister. 

He  married  Ann  Waldron,  who  was  born  in  Ports¬ 
mouth,  August  27,  1698,  who  was  daughter  of  Judge 
and  Colonel  Richard  Waldron,  and  his  wife,  Eleanor 
(Cutts)  Vaughan,  of  Portsmouth.  She  was  grand¬ 
daughter  of  the  great  Major  Richard  Waldron  of  Dover, 
famous  in  New  Hampshire  history. 

That  the  Reverend  Mr.  Rust’s  wife  was  most  high¬ 
ly  esteemed  is  manifest  to  this  day,  by  the  massive 
tombstone  that  lies  over  her  grave  in  the  Stratham 
cemetery.  It  consists  of  a  block  of  solid  masonry  six 
feet  long,  two  feet  wide  and  three  feet  high.  Upon*the 
top  of  this  pile  rests  a  slab  bearing  the  following  quaint 
inscription: 

“Interred  here  lyes  Mrs.  Anna  Rust  the  Desirable 
Consort  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Rust.  Obit.  May  20, 
1733,  Aetat  35.  Omnia  pensabunt  Nobis  Caelestia  Sce- 
otra.  A  gift  of  the  neighboring  women.” 
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She  was  the  first  president  of  the  Female  Cent  So¬ 
ciety  in  N.  H.  A  woman. 

This  shows  that  the  work  was  done  by  neighbors 
who  knew  and  highly  esteemed  the  lady.  Mr.  Rust's 
own  family  was  amply  able  to  provide  a  tombstone,  but 
these  ladies  wanted  to  do  it  and  did  as  the  inscription 
reads.  What  more  worthy  tribute  could  they  pay? 

The  Rev.  Henry  Rust  was  son  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel 
and  Joanna  (Kinsman)  Rust,  who  was  born  in  Ipswich, 
Mass.,  March  16,  1667;  they  were  married  Feb.  22,  1684; 
she  was  daughter  of  Quartermaster  Robert  Kinsman, 
and  was  born  April  25,  1665.  They  had  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  the  Rev.  Henry  was  the  second  son.  In 
1690  he  took  part  in  the  expedition  to  Canada,  in  which 
he  probably  gained  his  military  title,  as  he  performed 
valiant  service.  In  1695  he  taught  the  first  free  school 
ever  taught  in  Chebacco,  now  Essex,  Mass.  He  was 
so  successful  in  teaching  that  the  committee  invited 
him  to  continue  with  the  school.  The  town  granted 
him  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  land  on  which  to  build  a 
house  for  himself.  Master  Rust  continued  in  teaching 
and  became  the  master  of  the  first  grammar  school 
taught  in  that  place.  In  the  school  Latin  was  taught 
and  boys  were  fitted  to  enter  Harvard  College.  March 
19,  1707,  he  was  one  of  the  five  men  elected  to  be  trus¬ 
tees  of  the  town  of  Ipswich  for  the  ensuing  year.  Their 
duties  were  to  select  persons  whom  they  “shall  think 
fit  to  ring  the  Bell,  sweep  ye  meeting  house,  and  set  up 
a  basin  of  water  for  the  baptizing  of  children  when  the 
Occasion  demands,  and  to  be  paid  in  Graine  out  of  ye 
change  rate."  He  was  successful  as  Master  of  the 
Grammar  School,  and  among  other  boys  fitted  his  son, 
Henry,  for  Harvard  College.  He  died  at  Chebacco  in 
Ipswich,  Sept.  9,  1711.  An  inventory  of  his  estate 
amounted  to  one  hundred  ninety-three  pounds  six  shil¬ 
lings  and  six  pence.  His  widow,  Joanna  Rust,  after- 
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wards  kept  a  tavern  in  Ipswich,  where  she  died  Jan. 
28,  1733. 

A  daughter  of  Henry  Rust  m. - Choate,  father 

of  Chebacco  Choates  of  whom  Rufus  was  descended. 

The  parents  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Rust  were  Nathan¬ 
iel  and  Mary  (Wardell)  Rust.  He  was  baptized  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  Feb.  2,  1639-40.  He  removed  to  Ip¬ 
swich  in  early  life  and  resided  there  till  his  death  at  the 
age  of  73.  He  took  the  Freeman's  oath  May  27,  1674, 
and  was  appointed  quartermaster  of  the  expedition  to 
Canada  in  1690.  He  was  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1690  and  1691.  In  1692  and  1693  he  was  one  of 
the  Selectmen.  He  appears  to  have  been  much  engaged 
in  settling  estates,  which  shows  he  was  a  man  of  ability 
and  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  townsmen. 
He  was  a  glove  maker  by  trade.  In  official  documents 
he  is  called  “Nathaniel  the  Glover."  His  wife  died 
July  7,  1720,  aged  78  years. 

Henry  Rust,  the  first  American  ancestor,  came  from 
Hingham,  Norfolk  County,  England,  about  1635,  and 
settled  in  Hingham,  Mass.  He  became  an  inhabitant 
of  Boston  March  31,  1651;  he  was  successful  in  business 
and  became  the  owner  of  a  large  estate.  In  1653  he 
owned  a  tract  on  the  corner  of  Summer  and  Hawley 
streets,  which  afterwards  became  the  site  of  the  Seven 
Star  Inn.  In  1889  about  one-quarter  of  Henry  Rust's 
original  property  sold  for  $350,000.  He  was  a  glover 
by  trade.  Henry  Rust  and  his  wife  were  admitted  to 
the  First  Church  in  Boston,  Dec.  20,  1669.  The  name 
of  his  wife  nowhere  appears,  but  it  is  thought  they 
were  married  in  America,  as  the  baptism  of  the  first 
child  does  not  occur  till  Henry  Rust  had  been  in  this 
country  three  years.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not 
known,  but  was  between  1684  and  1685,  as  shown  by 
conveyances  of  the  Boston  property.  He  was  the  first 
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clerk  of  the  First  Church  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  for  sev¬ 
eral  years. 

WALDRON— VAUGHAN. 

Rev.  Henry  Rust's  wife  was  Anna  Waldron,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Col.  Richard  and  Eleanor  (Vaughan)  Waldron. 
He  was  born  in  Dover  in  1650,  and  when  a  young  man 
settled  in  business  in  Portsmouth,  where  he  was  living 
when  news  of  the  murder  of  his  father  arrived  June  28, 
1689.  He  was  educated  as  a  merchant  under  Gov.  Wil¬ 
loughby,  at  Charlestown.  He  was  a  leading  man,  not 
only  in  Portsmouth,  but  throughout  the  Province.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  convention  of  1690;  Representa¬ 
tive  in  1691  and  1692;  Councillor  in  1681;  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  Judge  of  Probate  and 
Colonel.  He  was  twice  married;  (1)  to  Hannah,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  President  Cutt,  who  died  14  Feb.  1691-2;  he  mar¬ 
ried  (2)  Feb.  6,  1692-3,  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Major  Wil¬ 
liam  Vaughan,  who  was  born  March  5,  1669-70.  She 
died  Sept.  27,  1727;  he  died  Nov.  3,  1730.  In  his  Will, 
made  April  6,  1730,  he  gave  his  daughter,  Anna,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

“Item:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  daugh¬ 
ter,  Anna  Rust  and  her  heirs  forever,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  in  Province  bills  of  credit  to  be  paid  by 
my  Executor  within  two  years  after  my  decease,  which 
with  what  I  gave  her  at  her  marriage  makes  up  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  pounds." 

Col.  Waldron  was  son  of  Major  Richard  Waldron  of 
Dover,  whose  biography  need  not  be  given  here. 

William  Vaughan  was  one  of  the  noted  merchants 
of  Portsmouth  and  ancestor  of  the  distinguished  family 
of  that  town. 


Hannah  Marble  Rust,  wife  of  Moses  Thompson,  and 
mother  of  Ella  M.  T.  Parker,  was  the  granddaughter  of 
William  Rust  and  Hannah  Marble  of  Stratham,  N.  H. 
Hannah  Marble  was  daughter  of  Samuel  Marble  and 
Mahetable  Wiggin,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Wiggin,  son  of  Governor  Wiggin  of  New  Hampshire, 
whose  wife  was  daughter  of  Governor  Dudley  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts.  Governor  Dudley's  wife  was  daughter  of 
Governor  Bradstreet  of  Massachusetts. 


APPENDIX. 


DAVID  THOMSON  INDENTURE— 1622. 


Mr.  Charles  W.  Tibbetts,  while  he  was  editor  and  publisher 
of  “The  New  Hampshire  Genealogical  Register,”  secured  for 
Mrs.  Parker  various  data  in  regard  to  David  Thomson,  who  had 
much  to  do  with  the  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  what  is  now 
Dover  and  New  Hampshire;  her  object  was,  if  possible,  to  show 
that  the  Thompson  Family  of  Wolfeborough  was  descended  from 
this  famous,  young  pioneer.  Some  of  Mr.  Tibbetts’s  discoveries 
have  been  given  in  the  preceding  pages;  one  other  was  Mr. 
Thompson’s  INDENTURE,  1622.  Mr.  Tibbetts  copied  it  from 
the  records  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

“This  INDENTURE  between  David  Thomson  and  his  part¬ 
ners,  viz:  Abraham  Colmer  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard 
Pomeroy,  all  gentlemen  of  Plymouth,  England,  is  one  of  the 
most  important  documents  relating  to  New  Hampshire.  It  was 
written  on  parchment  and  was  in  duplicate;  this  copy  being 
David  Thomson’s  one  copy  and  has  the  seal  and  signature  of  his 
three  partners.” 

“Articles  of  Covenants,  Indentils,  made  and  agreed  the 
fourteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  Raigne 
of  our  Sovereigne  Lord,  James,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Eng¬ 
land,  France  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  of 
Scotland,  etc. — Between  David  Thomson  of  Plymouth,  in  the 
County  of  Devon,  gentleman,  of  the  one  part,  and  Abraham 
Colmer,  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard  Pomeroy  of  Plymouth 
aforesaid,  merchants,  of  the  other  parte. 

Inprimis:  Whereas  The  Council  established  by  the  said 
King’s  Matie  Sres  patents,  for  the  ruling,  orderinge  and  dis¬ 
posing  of  the  territories  and  affayres  of  New  England  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  have  granted  unto  the  forenamed  David  Thomson  his  heires 
and  Assignes,  forever,  Six  Thousand  Acres  of  Land  and  one 
Island,  lying  and  beinge  upon  the  coast  of  New  England,  afore¬ 
said,  with  divers  Royalties,  immunities,  privileges,  franchies,  & 
liberties. — As  by  the  same  grant,  bearing  date  the  sixteenth  day 
of  October,  laste  paste,  more  at  large,  it  dothe  and  may  appear. 
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And  farther,  whereas,  also,  the  said  David  Thomson  by  his 
deed,  indentid,  bearing  date  with  these  presents,  hath  freely, 
absolutely,  granted  the  fourth  parte  of  the  said  Island  with  the 
appertenences  thereunto  belonging, — unto  the  above  named 
Abraham  Colmer,  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard  Pomeroy,  their 
heires  &  assignes,  forever,  with  covenants  also  therein  expressed, 
to  grant  and  convey  unto  them,  their  heire  &  assignes,  in  fee- 
simple,  the  fourth  parte  of  the  Six  Thousand  Acres  afore  men¬ 
tioned,  and  the  privileges  therein  mentioned,  As  by  the  said 
deed  indented  to  them  made  more  plainly  and  at  large,  it  doth 
and  may  appear.  In  consideration  whereof  it  is  fullie  covenanted 
&  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  to  these  presents  in 
manner  and  form  following; 

First:  That  they  the  said  Abraham  Colmer,  Nicholas  Sher¬ 
will  and  Leonard  Pomeroy,  their  heirs  and  assignes,  shall  and 
will  at  their  own  proper  costs  &  charges,  this  present  yeare 
(1622)  provide  and  send  two  men,  with  the  said  David  Thomson 
in  the  good  ship  called  THE  JONATHAN  OF  PLYMOUTH, 
aforesaid  (by  God’s  permission)  to  be  landed  in  New  England, 
aforesaid,  with  so  much  victuals  &  provisions  as  shall  suffice 
them  untill  they  be  landed.  And  if  they  land  there  within  the 
space  of  three  months  after  the  said  ship  shall  have  passed 
Ramshead,  the  residue  of  the  three  months  vituals  (if  any  be) 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  David  Thomson,  there  to  be  dis¬ 
posed  of,  by  the  said  David  Thomson  as  well  towards  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  a  fit  place  of  their  intended  plantation  there,  as  also  to 
begin  the  same. 

Item,  that  they,  the  said  David  Thomson,  Abraham  Colmer, 
Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard  Pomerie,  their  heires  &  assignes, 
shall  and  will  this  present  yeare,  at  their  owne  proper  costs  & 
charges,  find,  provide  and  send,  three  men  more  in  the  good  ship 
called  THE  PROVIDENCE  of  Plymouth  aforesaid,  if  they  maye 
be  so  soon  gotten.  Or  in  some  other  ship  in  the  first  expedition 
that  may  be.  To  be  also  (by  God  his  permyssion)  landed  in  Newe 
England,  there  to  be  disposed  of  as  aforesaid.  The  charges  of  r.he 
men  lastlie  mentioned  are  to  be  paid  and  borne  equally  between 
them,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents. 

Item,  it  is  further  agreed,  by  and  betweene  the  said  parties 
to  this  presents,  that  two  men  more  (over  and  above  the  former 
three)  shall  be  this  present  yeare,  provided  and  sent  in  the 
aforesaid  shippe  JONATHAN;  with  their  victuals  &  provisions, 
to  be  likewise  (by  God  his  permyssion)  landed  in  Newe  Eng- 
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land  aforesaid,  the  charges  of  which  two  men,  lastlie  mentioned 
so  to  be  sent,  shall  be  equallie  borne  and  paid  between  said 
David  Thomson,  Abraham  Colmer,  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leon¬ 
ard  Pomerie. 

Item,  it  is  further  agreed  by  and  betweene  the  said  parties  to 
these  presents,  that  after  such  time  as  the  said  David  Thomson, 
and  the  aforesaid  seven  men,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  landed  in 
Newe  England  as  aforesaid.  The  said  persons  so  landed,  shal 
and  will  use  their  best  endeavor  (by  the  direction  of  the  said 
David  Thomson),  with  as  much  conveniency  as  may  be,  to  find 
out  some  fit  place  or  places  there,  for  the  choice  of  said  Sixe 
thousand  acres  of  land,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  grant 
aforesaid.  And  also  of  some  fitt  place  to  settle  and  Builde,  some 
houses  or  buildings  for  habitations,  on  which  they  are  to  begin 
with  as  much  expedition  as  they  maye,  to  the  limits  and  pre¬ 
cincts  of  which  habitations  of  buildings  so  intended  to  be  there 
erected,  there  shall  be  allotted  of  the  lands  next  thereunto  ad- 
joyninge,  at  or  before  the  end  of  five  years  next  ensuing  the 
date  here  of,  the  full  quantity  of  sixe  hundred  acres  of  land,  or 
near  there  abouts,  With  all  and  singular,  the  tenements  and 
buildings  that  may  be  raised  thereupon,  during  the  said  space 
of  five  years,  together  with  the  Seas,  Rivers,  harbor  or  harbors, 
ports,  creeks,  and  all  and  singular  the  premises  whatsoever 
contained  within  the  said  sixe  hundred  acres  of  land,  with  the 
seas  enent  the  same,  shall  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  five 
years,  shall  be  equally  divided  between  them,  the  said  David 
Thomson,  Abraham  Colmer,  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard 
Pomeroy  by  lots,  and  that  all  costs,  charges  and  disbursements 
whatsoever,  to  be  payde  &  layde  forth,  from  and  after  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  said  men,  or  any  of  them  in  New  England,  aforesaid, 
towards  the  finding  oute  of  the  sixe  thousand  acres  of  land,  or 
for  the  building,  planting  and  husbanding,  of  said  sixe  hundred 
acres  of  land,  shall  during  said  five  years  be  equally  borne  and 
paid  between  all  the  said  parties  to  these  presents, 

The  resdue  of  the  six  thousand  acres  of  land,  to  be  alsq  in 
such  convenient  time  as  may  be  divided  between  them  the  said 
parties  in  four  parts,  and  by  lots  as  aforesaid,  with  all  the  seas 
and  rivers  anent  the  same,  and  all  others  the  premises  to  the 
same  belonging.  Whereof  the  said  David  Thomson,  his  heirs 
and  assignes,  are  to  have  three  quarters,  and  the  said  Abraham 
Colmer,  Nicholas  Sherwill  and  Leonard  Pomerie,  their  heires 
and  assigns,  according  to  true  intent  &  meaning  of  the  last  be- 
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fore  recited  grant,  to  them  thereof  to  be  made  by  the  said  David 
Thomson  his  heirs  and  assynes.” 

A  similar  agreement  was  made  in  regard  to  Thompson’s 
Island,  in  Boston  harbor.  The  indenture  closes  as  follows. 

“In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  interchangable  to  there 
present  covenants  indented,  their  hands  and  seals  have  sett  the 
day  and  year  first  above  written. 

Annog.  Dm  1622. 

Pme,  ( Abraham  (  Colmer,  Pm  Nicholas  Sherwill,  Pm  Leonard 
Pomery. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  John  ffowell;  Teste 
me  (Tho.  Cruse)  Teste  Hugoe  Bull;  Michael  Herring. 


CONCERNING  FAMILY  TRADITIONS. 

Wilmot  Flat,  New  Hampshire. 

From  Elizabeth  Smith  Thompson. 

“I  will  give  my  reasons  for  believing  the  Deerfield  Thomp¬ 
sons  were  descended  from  David  Thomson,  the  first  settler  at 
Little  Harbor. 

My  sister,  Martha  Thompson,  who  is  a  teacher  in  a  school 
at  Brunswick,  Ga.,  in  her  vacation  visit  to  New  England,  called 
on  Ben.  Perley  Poore,  at  his  historic  mansion  in  Salisbury,  Mass. 
He  told  her  that  all  the  Thompsons  in  his  section  of  New  Eng¬ 
land  were  descended  from  David  Thomson,  of  Thompson’s  Island, 
Boston  Harbor.  Mr.  Poore  is  good  authority  on  such  matters. 
He  said  the  Thompson  family  in  England  had  won  titles,  and 
he  showed  me  the  Thompson  Coat  of  Arms. 

Carlisle,  Mass.,  Oct.  19,  1900. 

Dear  Mrs.  Parker: 

Your  letter  sent  to  Warner,  N.  H.,  about  ten  days  ago,  was 
forwarded  to  me  a  few  days  since.  I  am  greatly  interested  in  the 
Thompson  Genealogy,  and  am  sorry  I  have  not  my  papers  with 
me  so  as  to  send  you  a  more  complete  account  of  what  I  have 
collected. 

My  father  was  Robert  Thompson,  who  settled  in  Warner 
in  1825;  there  was  his  home  until  his  death  in  1892,  almost  92 
years  of  age.  He  was  son  of  Robert  Thompson  of  Bow;  this 
Robert  had  brothers,  James  and  Benjamin,  perhaps  others.  His 
sister  Sarah  married  Benjamin  Parker  of  Concord;  his  sister 
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Sarah  married  John  Farnham  of  Concord;  his  sister  Mary  mar¬ 
ried  John  Baker  of  Bow. 

There  was  a  Benjamin  Thompson  who  married  Mary 
Thompson  of  Kingston,  who  had  a  sister  Hannah,  who  married 
Benjamin  Noyes  of  Bow.  They  had  also  a  brother  William,  who 
lived  in  Deerfield,  and  a  sister  who  married  a  Mr.  Scales  of  Con¬ 
cord;  he  was  a  minister. 

Benjamin  Thompson  who  married  Mary  Thompson,  had  sev¬ 
eral  children,  one  of  whom,  Robert,  married  his  cousin,  Judith 
Noyes,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Hannah  Thompson  Noyes. 
If  I  were  at  home  in  Warner  I  could  give  you  further  informa¬ 
tion,  and  may  do  so  at  some  time.  Of  the  first  generation  I  re¬ 
call,  was  Mary,  who  married  Benjamin  Thompson;  they  had  chil¬ 
dren: — Robert,  James,  Benjamin,  Moses,  Seth,  Sarah,  Betsey 
and  Robert. 

Sincerely  Yours, 

RHODA  B.  THOMPSON. 

In  1909,  Rhoda  B.  Thompson,  of  the  8th  generation  of  the 
line  from  James  Thompson  of  Woburn,  Mass.,  wrote  to  Mrs. 
Parker  and  said: — My  grandmother  had  an  uncle,  William 
Thompson,  who  lived  in  Deerfield  (she  is  cousin  of  Mrs.  Dr. 
Potter  of  Portsmouth.) 

Mr.  John  N.  Thompson  of  Exeter  told  me  (Mrs.  Parker) 
that  his  father  had  told  him  that  his  grandfather  (sometimes) 
visited  his  cousins,  the  Thompsons  of  Sanbornton. 


ALEXANDER  THOMPSON’S  WILL.  1693. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Alexander  Thompson  of 
Ipswich,  Mass.,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  in  New  England,  being 
at  this  time  weak  in  body  but  perfect  in  understanding,  and 
disposing  memory,  Do  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testiment, 
in  manner  as  followeth: — In  the  first  part:  Commending  my 
soul  into  the  hands  of  my  beloved  Redeemer,  and  my  body  to 
the  earth  from  which  it  was  taken,  to  be  decently  buried  at  the 
discretion  of  my  Executor,  hereafter  mentioned, 

Item:  I  give  unto  my  beloved  wife,  my  house  and  all  my 
lands  to  be  hers  so  long  as  she  remains  my  widow.  After  my 
wife’s  decease  I  dispose  of  it  as  follows. 

Item:  I  give  my  son  David  two  thirds  of  the  land  and  to 
his  male  heirs,  at  my  wife’s  decease. 
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Item:  I  give  unto  my  son  John  one  third  of  my  land  to  be 
his  and  his  male  heirs  at  my  wife’s  decease. 

I  do  appoint  my  son  David  to  enjoy  the  dwelling  house.  Also 
I  do  order  my  sons  David  and  John,  in  consideration  of  what  I 
leave  with  them  to  pay  unto  their  brothers  and  sisters — That  is 
to  say,  Mary  &  Elizabeth  &  Hannah  &  William  &  Alexander  & 
Henry  &  Sarah  &  Matthew, — five  pounds  a  piece.  And  I  do  ap¬ 
point  &  constitute  my  beloved  wife  to  be  my  sole  Executor  of 
this  my  last  Will,  and  in  consideration  of  my  firm  act  &  deed,  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  Seal,  this  one  &  twentieth  day  of 
November  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  six  hundred  &  ninety 
three. 

his 

Witness.  ALEXANDER  (X)  THOMPSON. 

Richard  Walker,  Sr.  mark 

Sarah  Walker. 

The  above  Will  was  proved  by  two  witnesses  April  1,  1696. 
April  1,  1696.  Deliverance  Thompson,  executrix  under  oath,  that 
the  within  Will  is  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  ye  estate  of 
her  late  husband,  Alexander  Thompson,  deceased,  of  Ipswich. 
Amount  £94-8-00. 


THE  BARTLETT  FAMILY  IN  ENGLAND,  ANCESTORS  OF 

THE  THOMPSON  FAMILY  IN  WOLFEBOROUGH, 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

THE  REV.  DR.  SAMUEL  COLCORD  BARTLETT,  who  was 
president  of  Dartmouth  College,  1877-1892,  visited  England  in 
1873,  and  gave  Hon.  Levi  Bartlett  of  Warner  an  interesting  ac¬ 
count  of  his  visit  at  the  old  home  of  the  Bartlett  family  of 
Stopham,  England,  where  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Bartletts 
of  Newbury,  Mass.,  was  born.  The  way  the  Thompsons  are  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Bartlett  immigrant  is  shown  in  the  preceding 
genealogy,  hence  need  not  be  repeated.  See  the  story  of  the 
family  at  Kingston,  N.  H. 

President  Bartlett  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  3d  of  June,  1873, 
and  arrived  in  England  in  due  time.  In  August  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Bartlett  of  Warner  that  he  was  invited  down  to  Stopham, 
Sussex  Co.  by  Col.  Walter  B.  Bartlett,  M.  P.,  the  then  proprietor 
of  the  old  Bartlett  Homestead;  he  spent  a  day  and  a  night  there, 
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as  the  guest,  and  was  highly  entertained.  An  extract  of  his 
letter  follows: 

From  London  to  Pulborough  station,  by  rail,  is  two  hours 
and  fifteen  minutes.  The  distance  from  Col.  B.’s  mansion  is 
about  three  fourths  of  a  mile.  The  estate  is  a  large  one,  some 
7,000  or  8,000  acres.  The  house  is  a  large  three-story  stone 
building,  perhaps  150  or  more  feet  long — quite  an  establishment. 
Near  by  is  the  old  Norman  church,  built  by  the  family  early  in 
the  13th  century.  On  two  hills  in  sight  the  old  Romans  had  left 
marks  of  their  fortifications. 

On  the  stone  floor  of  the  old  church,  along  the  aisle,  are 
marble  slabs  with  inlaid  figures  of  brass,  with  a  regular  succes¬ 
sion  of  Bartelots  (the  ancient  spelling  of  the  family  name),  in¬ 
scriptions,  names  and  dates,  from  John  Barttelot,  who  died  in 
1428,  down  to  Col.  George  B.  Barttelot,  father  of  the  present 
owner,  Col.  Walter  B.  Barttelot.  George  B.  died  Nov.  28,  1872, 
aged  84  years. 

Many  illustrious  families  of  past  nobility  have  run  out,  but 
the  Barttelot  family  have  steadily  held  possession  of  the  original 
grant,  given  by  William  The  Conqueror,  to  Adam  de  Barttelot, 
the  progenitor  of  the  family.  An  accurate  pedigree  of  them  has 
been  kept  from  1069  down  to  the  present  time. 

The  Barttelots  have  lived  there  since  the  Conquest;  they 
fought  in  the  battle  at  Poictiers,  1356;  also  at  the  battle  of 
Crescy,  1348;  and  subscribed  handsomely  to  fund  contributed  to 
defend  England  against  the  attack  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  1588. 


The  will  of  Governor  Josiah  Bartlett  gives  to  his  cousin,  Mary 
Bartlett  Thompson,  who  was  a  cousin  to  both  Josiah  and  his  wife, 
and  who  married  Samuel  Thompson  of  Kingston,  a  considerable 
sum  of  money.  (See  Will  in  New  Hampshire  State  Library  at 
Concord.) 
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